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In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 11, 13, 19 and 24-25 and amend claims 8,12,15 
and 16-17 as set forth in the complete listing of the claims and their status that 
follows: 

Claims 1 - 7 (Cancelled) 

8. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 45 22, wherein said means for 
preventing retrograde movement includes at least one resilient prong arranged 
within said track assembly channel to prevent movement of a wafer in said 
second direction and to deflect as a wafer passes said prong in said first 
direction. 

Claims 9-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 44 22, wherein: 
said advancement gun includes a housing; and 

said trigger is pivotably mounted within said housing. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein: 
said advancement mechanism includes a rack gear; and 

said trigger includes a clock gear arranged to mesh with said rack gear as 
said trigger is pivoted. 

15. (Amended) The Aft apparatus of claim 22, wherein fer 
sequent i a ll y i nsert i ng wafers i nto a body space of a pat i ent, tho apparatus 
compr i s i ng: 

a track ass e mb l y d e f i n i ng a chann el from an i ntroduct i on e nd conf i gur e d 
to r e c ei v e waf e rs, to an oppos i t e d i scharg e e nd a dapt e d to b e pos i t i on e d w i th i n 
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th e body spac e , sa i d chann el conf i gured to s e qu e nt i a ll y r e c ei v e th e p l ura li ty of 
waf e rs th e r ei n and i nc l ud i ng; 

a f i rst track d e f i n i ng a waf e r chann el hav i ng an op e n i ng at sa i d 
i ntroduct i on e nd s i z e d and conf i gur e d to r e c ei v e waf e rs th e r e through; and 

a s e cond track coup le d to said f i rst track and d e f i n i ng a push e r 
channe l ; 

an advancomont mochanism s li dab l y d i sposed w i th i n sa i d pushor 
chann el of sa i d track ass e mb l y and op e rabl e on a waf e r w i th i n sa i d waf e r 
chann el to advanc e th e waf e r i n a f i rst dir e ct i on a l ong sa i d waf e r chann el toward 
sa i d d i scharg e e nd; and 

m e ans for pr e v e nt i ng r e trograd e mov e m e nt of a waf e r w i th i n sa i d waf e r 
chann el i n a s e cond d i r e ct i on oppos i t e sa i d f i rst d i r e ct i on, said means for 
preventing retrograde movement i nc l uding includes a plurality of resilient prongs 
spaced along the length of said track assembly channel from said introduction 
end to said discharge end, said plurality of resilient prongs being provided in 
opposing pairs of prongs disposed on opposite sides of said track assembly 
channel. 

16. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 45 22, wherein said 
advancement mechanism includes a portion s li dab l y d i spos e d w i th i n sa i d push e r 
chann el and at least one finger projecting from said portion into said wafer 
channel to push a wafer disposed within said wafer channel. 

17. (Amended) The An- apparatus of claim 22, wherein fef 
s e qu e nt i a ll y i ns e rt i ng waf e rs i nto a body spac e of a pat ie nt, th e apparatus 
compr i s i ng: 

a track ass e mb l y d e f i n i ng a channe l from an i ntroduct i on e nd conf i gur e d 
to r e c ei v e waf e rs, to an oppos i t e d i scharg e e nd adapt e d to b e pos i t i on e d w i th i n 
th e body spac e , sa i d chann el conf i gur e d to s e qu e nt i a ll y r e c ei v e th e p l ura li ty of 
waf e rs th e r ei n and i nc l ud i ng; 
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a f i rst track d e f i n i ng a waf e r chann el hav i ng an op e n i ng at sa i d 
i ntroduct i on e nd s i z e d and conf i gur e d to r e c ei v e waf e rs th e r e through; and 

a s e cond track coupl e d to sa i d f i rst track and d e f i n i ng a push e r 
chann el wh i ch d e f i n e s a d i scharg e op e n i ng at sa i d d i scharg e e nd for 
d i scharg e of a waf e r i nto th e body spac e ; 

whoro i n sa i d wafer channel commun i catos w i th sa i d pusher 
channe l adjacent sa i d d i scharge ond; and 

said track assembly includes means for diverting a wafer from said 
wafer channel into said pusher channel as the wafer is conveyed along 
said wafer channel 

an advanc e m e nt m e chan i sm s l idab l y d i spos e d w i th i n sa i d push e r chann el 
of sa i d track ass e mb l y and op e rab le on a waf e r w i th i n sa i d waf e r chann el to 
advanc e th e waf e r i n a f i rst d i r e ct i on along sa i d waf e r chann el toward sa i d 
d i scharge ond; and 

moans for prevent i ng retrograde movomont of a wafor w i th i n sa i d wafor 
chann el i n a s e cond d i rect i on oppos i t e sa i d f i rst d i r e ct i on . 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 7, wherein said means for 
diverting includes a spring arm mounted within said wafer channel and arranged 
to guide a wafer from said wafer channel to said pusher channel. 

Claims 19-21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Previously presented) An apparatus for sequentially inserting wafers 
into a body space of a patient, the apparatus comprising: 

a track assembly defining a channel from an introduction end configured 
to receive wafers, to an opposite discharge end adapted to be positioned within 
the body space, said channel configured to sequentially receive the plurality of 
wafers therein and including; 

a first track defining a wafer channel having an opening at said 

introduction end sized and configured to receive wafers therethrough; and 
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a second track coupled to said first track and defining a pusher 
channel; 

a cartridge carrying a plurality of wafers, said cartridge coupled to said 
track assembly at said wafer channel opening so that a wafer from said plurality 
of wafers enters said introduction end of said track assembly through said wafer 
channel opening; 

an advancement mechanism slidably disposed within said pusher channel 
of said track assembly and operable on a wafer within said wafer channel to 
advance the wafer in a first direction along said wafer channel toward said 
discharge end; 

means for preventing retrograde movement of a wafer within said wafer 
channel in a second direction opposite said first direction; 

an advancement gun supporting said track assembly and having a 
manually operable trigger operably coupled to said advancement mechanism so 
that depressing said trigger slides said advancement mechanism in said first 
direction within said pusher channel; and 

a pair of locking cams disposed on said cartridge and a pair of latches 
pivotably mounted to said advancement gun and pivotable to engage said pair of 
locking cams to removably mount said track assembly, with said cartridge 
coupled thereto, to said advancement gun. 

23. (Previously presented)The apparatus of claim 22, wherein said 
advancement gun includes a linkage coupled to said trigger and configured to 
engage said advancement mechanism when said track assembly is mounted to 
said gun, said linkage configured to translate pivoting of said trigger into linear 
movement of said mechanism within said pusher channel. 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 
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